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IV. Ahi Account of a Briftie that was lodged 
in a Gentleman s Foot , and caufed a violent 
Inflammation: In a Letter from Mr. Arde- 
ron. F. R. S, to Mr. Baker, F. R. S. 


.w May IJ. <rOHN WOOT>, Efq,- of the City of 
1/4 J Norwich , being afflicted with great 

Pain, and a violent Inflammation, in one of his Feer, 
applied to Mr. Caftil, an eminent Surgeon, for his 
Aiflftance; who, upon ftridl Examination, perceived 
a few fhort Hairs flicking out, not far above the Set¬ 
ting on of the little Toe. Their Thick- 
r.efs, and particular Manner of (landing out, 
E put him upon taking hold of them with his 
Forceps ; when, to his great Surprize, he 
extracted a large Hog’s Brittle, of the 
Sizefhewn in the Margin, where the prick’d 
Line A B denotes how far it was buried in 
the Flefh. 
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The Gentleman had immediate Eafe, and 
grew well in a few Days, without any 
other Afflitance. And he can’t give the 
leaf! Gueis how the Briftie got into his 
Foot,- unlels by fome Accident it flipped 
into his Stocking, and from thence worked 
its Way in. 

Had Mr. Wood deferr’d his Application 
to a Surgeon, till the Briftie had been in- 
tirely buried in his Foot, how miferable 
might he have been ? What dreadful Ope¬ 
rations in Surgery might he not have un¬ 
dergone, without the leaft Probability of 

having 
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having his Malady found our, or obtaining a Cure 
for it ? 

Tis not unlikely, that many defperate Cafes in 
Surgery may arife from fuch Accidents as this. 


V. Some Obfervations on the Spina, ventofa; 
by the late Claudius Amyand, Ffq\ F.R.S. 
and Serjeant-Surgeon to His Majefty. 

ReadM&y 15 . T TTHAT Practitioners generally under- 
l 7 + 6 VV ft an d by the Spina ‘ventofa , is a 
Caries in the Bone, from the Extravafation of fome 
fharp Juices within it relaxing the Tone of the Fi¬ 
bres, and fwelling and increaftng its Bulk beyond the 
natural Bounds. 

In this Cafe, the Humour, or extravafated Juices, 
pent in the Bone, works it Way out of it, through the 
external Cortex , or into the Joints, or both. By 
Detention it acquires an Acrimony; and, like Vine¬ 
gar, and other acrid Juices, it not only relaxes the 
Tone of the bony Tubes, by mollifying them, but 
alfo, like a Cauflic, it tears and lacerates them. At 
this time the Bone fvvells, tumefies, and fpreads 5 and 
the Sap flowing, running out through the lacerated 
Tubes, overfpreads the Surface, and adds to the Tu¬ 
mefaction, as the liquid Matter, forming a Callus , is 
indurated there. So that, when this happ ns at or 
near the Joints, the Bones in Contaft are knit toge¬ 
ther, and the Cariofity is incrufled and cover’d with 
an Exoftofis , in as many Places as the Mutter con¬ 
fined within the Bone, upon breaking the Cortex of 

Bb j it, 


